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Impact of COVID-19 on Intercultural Communication
The difference in geographical locations brings about differences between people, including methods of communication and perception of issues (Patel et al. 2011, 91). Therefore, intercultural communication is one of the many factors contributing to the geographical differences among people and the understanding of how to accommodate cultures considered foreign. Intercultural communication is often bound to the differences in cultural beliefs defining how specific people should react to others with different viewpoints. However, in the face of the continued globalization, all these beliefs have been surpassed by the dawn of collaboration between different people from different cultures, especially in the economic context (Patel et al. 2011, 90). In the current times, the COVID-19 pandemic has significantly influenced international communication since various measures have been implemented to control the spread of the epidemic. As a result, people no longer interact as they did before, more so, since now, people have embraced the use of technology to communicate and associate with others. Before the COVID-19 pandemic occurrence, various cultural factors played a part in how people interacted; however, during this pandemic, all these cultural barriers have been broken, allowing for the development of new communication concepts.
 Initially, various cultures had their specific ways of communicating amongst the people belonging to the culture and people from other cultures. More so, these specific communication methods and cultural expressions were defined by the difference in gender and also ethnicity (Patel et al. 2011, 94). However, COVID-19 has revolutionized all the existing communication methods and concepts, including verbal and non-verbal. An excellent example is the specific words, gestures, and actions used in carrying out greetings among different cultures. Some of the initially used gestures included hugging, kissing, or even handshakes. These specific ways of communicating were based on certain cultural beliefs, such as greetings done in an absolute way show respect and the like (Patel et al. 2011, 102). However, once COVID-19 started spreading rapidly, all these cultural barriers and definitions of communication methods were broken down since the pandemic resulted in the development of alternative ways of communicating and passing out greetings. In order to avoid spreading the deadly novel virus, alternative gestures such as waving and the use of 'namaste' borrowed from the Hindu culture was introduced as an alternative way of greeting other people irrespective of their cultural backgrounds. An excellent example is when I get to go outside and happen to meet a close friend. Previously, it would be exciting since there would be hugging; however, currently, all we do is a wave from a distance. 
Additionally, COVID-19 has also influenced the existing values bound by cultural aspects due to the implemented strategies to guide an internationally accepted way of communicating. In specific cultures, specific values such as respect are associated with the communication style (Patel et al. 2011, 127). However, COVID-19 has propelled a change in this sector that has encouraged the development of a global community. An excellent example is the use of technology to communicate, such as video calling and audio calls (Patel et al. 2011, 121). These communication tools have been accepted worldwide in different scenarios, including conducting business meetings to keep social distancing. For instance, I no longer visit people dear to me, including my distant relatives; instead, I use video calls to communicate. Moreover, this is achieved since currently staying at home is the top priority to avoid the spread of the virus, therefore, to show my respect and care for my family, I use technology-aided communication means. Therefore, the global community has facilitated the use of technology to avoid the spread of the pandemic (Patel et al. 2011, 129). 
Intercultural communication, as indicated earlier, is bound to the existing cultural beliefs of what is considered rational and what is not. COVID-19 has significantly influenced the existing ideas, such as the belief that for effective communication, it is essential to know and understand other cultures' customs. On the contrary, the existence of this pandemic has led to the combination of different cultural virtues and goodness across different cultures (Patel et al. 2011, 109). An excellent example is the ongoing fundraisers in the country, conducted and funded by people from different cultures and locations. These people have come together to provide a helping hand to the less fortunate during this pandemic. COVID-19 has significantly affected the lives of a considerable population financially, which has led to many people not being able to provide for their needs and those of their families. As a result, people from all over the world have identified the existing problem from the pandemic and embraced the virtue of helping those in need. Moreover, the difference in cultural beliefs has been overlooked by combining what is considered excellent and virtuous across different cultures, such as helping (Patel et al. 2011, 136).
COVID-19 has led to the implementation of country lockdowns, curfews, and social distancing, which has resulted in people staying at home. As a result, people have been free since most do not go to work or any physical, social interactions. This has changed the cultural barriers resulting from intercultural communication on how specific cultures interact with other cultures. Currently, people have embraced communication through sharing the different artistic concepts to other individuals without any barriers related to prejudice or even stereotyping of other cultures (Patel et al. 2011, 143). This has been made possible through the use of modern media of communication such as social media. As a result, people are actively sharing their cultural wealth to other people. An excellent example is the different practices in different cultures that I have accessed online in platforms such as YouTube, including cooking skills and game ideas from different cultures such as Asian culture. Moreover, the acquisition of this knowledge is available for global access in platforms such as YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram, whereby it is shared. In the long run, once people from other cultures access this knowledge, there is a welcoming space for the different culture's knowledge, which is equivalent to wealth. 
COVID-19 has resulted in significant changes in some of the social structures governing intercultural communication, allowing for the development of alternative communication methods. At the same time, the pandemic has also allowed for misinterpretation of other culture's motives (Patel et al. 2011, 97). This is especially so through the use of media such as the shows in televisions and other platforms. An excellent example is what I have witnessed in the media platforms related to the Whites and African Americans in the US. The information available in the media of the killing of African Americans has led to the misinterpretation of the two races due to the influence of distance (Patel et al. 2011, 120). As a result, this has led to the development of cultural irritation between two major races: the Whites and African Americans. Consequently, the interaction between these two different racial groups has resulted in the discrimination of one. In response, African Americans have seized the opportunity to address the ongoing discrimination from the other race. 
In conclusion, COVID-19 has significantly impacted intercultural communication from a global level, breaking down the set cultural barriers and allowing for new communication perceptions. Some of the influenced aspects include communication methods due to the implemented preventive measures, beliefs, and values. Additionally, COVID-19 has also led to the sharing of cultural knowledge from different cultures, which has created space in other cultures to learn more. However, although this pandemic has created a platform for developing other cultures, such as the third culture associated with the global community, it has also allowed for the development of misinterpretations of different cultures. Moreover, COVID-19 has influenced the overall structures involved in intercultural communication.
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